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By power structure is neant the system of organizations designed to predusce 

or induse conscious and unconscieus obedienco and cooperation from individuals. 
Tho formal structure of power is reprosented by goverment and the legal 

sy rem of pover organizations under ite direct control, In the rural sector 
of the country, this takes the form of county, tomship, tow and village 
yovrermments, as well as legel organizations like the inter-rillege council, 
whch formed a link in the chain of governmental agencies fer the centrol of 
tha countryside under the Nationalist regime. Om the other hand, informal 
pover structure is a system of sccial orranizations which, songciously 

or unconsciously, performe the function of sompellinz obedience and cooperation 
rom the conmunity without the formal autaority of lew end fovermnt. 


in China's long history, regines of formal power have risen and fallen, but 

the inforuel power structure in the villages has changed but little, The long 
social and cultural continuity of China has relied heavily upon this system 

of informal pover structure. No formal pover structure can endure Long without 
the eooperetion and support of the informal strecture in the vast countryside 
Deneuse, a part of the fornal power structure has to be menned by local 

le:cers whose authority and prestige is rooted in the informal structure 

and, in order to be effective, the exercise of power by the formal government 
necde the assistance of the informal structure, 


Vintle the informal structure of power hes seen little change over the past 
cexturies, it has undergone inereasing rapid alteration in the pest half of 
a century, especially during the lest two or three decades. 


fhe village under consideration ia about five miles from the elity ef Canton, 
on the rich delta land of the Psarl River, Such proximity to a groat urban 
center produces many characteristies that differentiate the village fron 
the average rural cammnity decoer inland in agriculturel China, Comercialized 
ser ieulture is the genoral rule, abowt 80% of the village's preduce is sold 
_oviside, so thera is only a low degree of self-sufficiency, The village is 
also only 80 miles from Hong Kong and Macao. This causes the migration of . 
abevt 10 of the village's population to Canton, Hong Kong lacao end places 
in Southeest Asia where they enzage in trade and other enployment, Some 

of taese emigrants have made money and have bought lend in the village, 
This causes a heavy concentration of landownership in the hends of a smell 
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percentage of the population. The proximity to great cities has also 
brought the villagers into intimate contact with modern social, economic 
and political changes. 


fhe village is situnted low enough to enjoy the benefits of irrigation, but 
high o1ough te be free from flood and drought. The record of some 150 
years shows no naturel disaster. The place is also fairly distant from 
strategic highways, something that has saved it from the scerch of wer 

in the past decades of incessant fighting. From the viewpoint of location, 
the coumumity cen be considered as representative of an average suburban 
village on the South China coast. 


The village consists of 250 fanilios, about 1,000 population. The sex and 
age couposition of the population ie normal, In the sight years of anti~- 
Jepanese wer, there secmed to be a slight natural decrease, but since then, 
the nasural increase seems to be going at the rate of 4 to 5 per 1,000. The 
people make their living mainly off about 1,000 mow, approximately 156 acres, 
of vieh delte land, About three-fourths of this lend is devoted to the 
veisins of rice, and the rest to truck gardening. The high percentage of 
land doveted to truck gardening is the result of the village being near 
Canton and Hong tong. The comparatively high income from truck gardening is 
partly why a population of 1,000 can be supported on only 1,000 now of land, 
averaging only 0.15 acre per capita. 


Supplaxsenting the land are several other minor sources of livelihood. There 
ere sone 6O irrigation ponds sprinkled among the paddy fields. These 

ponds, besides irrigation, are used for raising fish. There are fairly 
thick dikes which are gencrally covered with fruit trees. Enbroidery is 

s developed skill emong the women folk and finds a good market in Canton, 
All these yield a subsidiary income to farming. Small trades provide a 
livelihood for the few who do not farm, 


Right families, e total of 50 of their members residing in the village, 

cwa 330 now of land. About 10 per cent of the population is landless, eking 
cut a iiving on odd jobs such as doing farm work for neighbors, collecting 
catable weeds, catching frogs and fish from the common stresms, and peddling 
small quantities of whatever goodn (generally food) they can buy with their 
minute savings, Numerically predominant are about ‘70 families (about 38 per 
cent of the total) of middle peasants, and about 90 families (about 36 per 
cent ol total) of poor peasants, 


The middle psasants are in all cases part tenants, owning one to five mow 

of land, meamthile renting a few more mow from other omers. On the average, 
they farm sbout 10 mow, or 1.5 acre, which yield a fairly attractive livelihood 
at the netive stendard, The average net earning per family of this class, 
after the deduction of rent and protection fees and other public charges, 

is about 30 piculs or approximately 4000 lbs. of hulled rice per year. This 

is tho equivalent of HKij31,800 a year, in terms of buying power of rice in 

Hong Kong. This sum would be about 35 per cent more than what it takes for 
food for the family. 


But the poor peasants live considerably below this level. The vast majority 
of thom are pure tenants, who have to pay about 40 per cont of their crop 

for rat alone. And after paying other charges, the average poor peasant keeps 
cally about half of what he produces. A small proportion of them own a: 

Little land, but usually not more than two mow por family. The average 

farm worked by this class is about € mow, Their average annuel net income 

is about 14.7 piculs or about 1,950 lbs. of hulled rice per femily. This 
sarely pays for food, leaving practically nothing for other necessities. 

Ae toc (0 per cent of tae populatien who ore landless, “aivy aye Grea 


worse “han the poor peasants, froquently missing their meals when odd jobs 


are uneveailabdle and when tho nearby cities arc not in condition to offer 
seasouw.l employment. 
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Organizations of the Informal Power Structure: The basic organization of 

the village ia the clan. hero are two clans (two surnames) in the village, 
each clon occupying one section of the village. There are three other surnamed 
in the village, but they are numerically in the minority. Up to the time of 
the Communist take over in 1949, the clan was still tho center around which 
individuals and families were organized into bigger umits for collective 
activities, And the people possess the full share of clamishness, for 

which the people of the province oro woll inom. 


ut the developmont of education and the introduction of modem conception 
of Life heve caused the clamish character to decline rapidly, espocially 
during the past ten years. Some 66 per cant of the male population over ten 
years of age are found to be literate in a survey at the end of 1950, but 
mmiy ons per cent of the female population over ten years of age ig literate. 


The traditional seat of informal village power has always belonged to the 
elders in aclan, This is especially so in Kwangtung where the clan plays 

a move important rele than in other parts of China, The clan is but an 
expanded family, and in the traditional family, tho patriarchal authority 

ig graduated according to the age hierarchy, Hence the structure of ‘the 
traditional femily is one factor that gives the olders their importance 

in a village community where the clan is the fundamental organization. 
Besides, there is the wall-known factor of the value of experience of the 
old, in a culture where aupirical knowledge was most important and universel 
education was not existent. 


Eheoretdceally, any man over 60 is an elder, Actually, in order to qualify 

as ap elder, one has to give a feast to all elders on his 60th birthday. 

Tf he is fres from any objectionable record in his past 60 years, he wlll be 
formally recognized as an elder at this feast, and from then on, he will be 
invited to the meotings of the olders' council with full rights to participate 
in the settlement of issues, If he is financially wable to give the feast, 
his relatives will usually chip in to do it for him, But if his relatives 
aré as poor ag he or are unwilling, then he will be just a poor old men after 
his fOth birthday, with no formal status of an elder, unless he has been an 
influential person right along, So, tho actual qualification of an elder 
ineludes wealth besides are, This is a significant factor in the informal 
vower structure of the village. 


Im the wo major clans of the village, one has 17 and the other 11 elders, 
% each clan, the eldere ere organized into a council which meets at 
sereuwnial occasions and when issues arise calling for settloment by the 
souncil, Tha leading funstions of the souncil are: 


a Care of the clan's property by appointing a manager each year and deciding, 
in gonevel, the use of the income from the property. Here the wealthy 
end influential elders enjoy a stronger wice. 


wv. Celebration of various types of clan ceremonies, which include ancestral 
religious sacrifices and the upkeep of ancestre] halls. This function 
helps to maintain the symbols of the prestige and authority of the clan. 


&,  Maintensnce of order and disciplino among members of the clan, Two 
decades ago, this function of the elders' council possessed a semi« 
judiciary character, and it was an offective means of maintaining local 
lew and order, The elders had the authority te benmnish or even put to 
death anyone who committed acts against the rules or customs of the clan. 
But in the recent two decades, this function of the elders has deteriorated 
trenendously because of the risa of the younger generation in power 
eed tne direct axtension of the legal syetun a the villuge Spom aceray 
Canton, Now, elders could only reprimand the young culprit or tell the 
next of kin to discipline him, with no direct authority to compel 
obadience, 
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a, The elders decide on the funds and appoint the beard of trustees for the. 
village school. They elso decide on whether to allocate sufficient 
funds for the school so that education can be free or whether to charge 
tuition. On this issus, the poor and the rich factions of tie elders 
usually fight heatedly every year wien the issue comes up, for the poor 
wants free education or very low tuition, while the rich usually refuse 
to provide it. 


@. The elders decide on public projects, allocate funds end manpower (in 
the form of a labor levy) and appoint managers for public projects, such 
as the building and maintenance of roads, bridges and dikes, and the 
dredging of streams aad the maintenance and construction of dikee for 
water control, The last big job of publics project took place in 1936 when 
@ new dike was built to fence in some 250 mow of mud flats of the 
willage stream, making the nud flat into fertile fields, thus increasing 
the village's cultivated land by 25 per cent, 


the elderst councils of the two major clans in the village under consideration 
have also organized a joint elders' council to solve problems between the two 
slong, Deep seated coiflict of economic interests and social prejudices 

exist between the two clans. 


Up to about 20 years ago, the elders’ council was the center of Village 
authority, though it never was a part of the formal goverment, But, the 
past two decades has seen she phonomenel rise of the young in power and 
prestige in China, and this village, so close to big cities, sannot escape 

the influence of this general tendency, In this period, the euthority and 
prestige of the elders suffered a drestic decline, The old memories of 
experience, the rich empirical knowledge, of the elders was once looked up 

to by the community anc command the respect of the young. But that set of 
old experience no longer serves the purpose of the new environment, New 
problems thet arose ir. recent decados could find no sati sfactory solution 
fvom the old formulae thet the elders kmow and treasure, It was the younger 
alenents who mingle vith the new environment with a receptive mind who came 
out from time to tine with satisfactory solutions, as exemplified by mmercus 
incidents in the village. Bit by bit, the younger elements stepped inte the 
position of leadersiip, though still needing the approval of the eldors et 
first. later, abot 10 years ago, oven this formal approval from the elders 
was dispensed with, ‘here the elders re“used te budge, the younger goneration 
ook it at gun point, thus almost completely collapsing the coercive authority 
of the elders. 


One incident serves to illustrate this vital tendency of the rise of the younz, 
About 1939, a yoar after the Japanese took Centon, the suburban dictrict 

was throm inte disorder, Threatended by insecurity, the village began 

“so expand its omm fecility of self defense, The elders wanted to follow 

“heir old pettern of militia organization, But a group of vigorous young 
fellows, some of whom were involved with guerrilla activities against the 
Jepanese, suggested another scheane, The elders refused to yield, end the youn: 
fellows finelly fought a gun battle with the elders and their supporters. 

See young faction won. After that the affairs of village defense passed 

iuto the hands of the younger generation, who are more acquainted with the 


‘situation outside of the village confines and who possessed outside hookups 


which are sc vital at a time when the isolation of the villege has bean 
thoroughly breken down, something that the elders are not deeply aware of, 
im @way, this incident possesses the character of a limited revolution in 
the informal power structure of the commmity. 


But, up to the time of the Communist take over at the end of 1949, the elders! 
couneil was shill fumetioning, thoarh with drnsticalily reduced awthori ty, 

oa pecially on the matter of maintenance of social order and discipline, 

%. the other matters, the judgment rendered the council still had the respect 
of the community. This remeant of its authority had propped up the heads of 
several lenclords' families, whose views and interests lie an the side of the 
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elders, Newortheless, when the Communists marched in, the elders as 9 power 
Rroup ted traveled a long downhill road, and the Comnunist polisy cf giving 
all powers to the young only climaxed an already existing trend, 


The fauily is net only a basic unit of socisl life, but alae a basie unit 

in eomumity power if the family acquires wealth, edueation and eoannections, 

ead sonsequentiy expands the number of its own members, By business connections 
aod by taritel relationships, tha members of a rising fenily act ecllectively 
on intinate sommexn interoats and form a uatt of informal power in ths community. 
In @ willege which is essentially « kinship cawamity, this is very important. 
4n infivential femily exerciaca ite power in the scomunity through controlling 
wariloud organizations more explicitly designed for the exercise ef authority, 
guch as the eldera’ gounsil and defense organization, If at the time of 

the Ceemunist take over, the authority of the eldera had drastically declined, 
there vue uo uign of appreciable weakening of family ties and the influence 

of important families in the willags., 


Can mar take om or tvo important families in the villege for exaaple. There 
38 first fembly 4. Porty years ago, Mr. A was but & poor peasant, a tenant 
fapner, but whe had more than the everege share of courage and cunning, 
Deiven by poverty, he joined with a bandit leader in the neighborizg villege, 
and grabbed sume income from that illegel source, That was the time of 
revolution end rapidly shifting political regimes. (nee he aayed the life 
ef the bendit leader by hiding him in his om home. Later the bandit leader 
besems ¢. leading official of Ewengtimg, Prom then on, Mr. A rose in wealth 
aud pavee, He-used the bandit lsader’s influence to engage in opium and ether 
illega: traffic, Later he opaned stores in the city. Now in the willaga, 

he has « fine modern house with ea gerden and 160 mow of land, 15 per cent 

of all the lend in the villege. Nis four sons wore married and liwe together 
witha him in the sama house and help mamage his property. Mr, A dees not go 
to the clders’ couneil, though he is a qualified mezher, But the majority 
of the elders do hia bidding. One of hia sons married the daughter of a 
politiviang this, together with A°s om underworld influange, put him in a 
leading position im the village defense organization. In many things his 
words sre lew, and his four sons are hie eyes and ears in village effeire. 


There ie fanily B. Mr. B, like A, waa s peor peasant some 35 years ago. 
Uonerred and Pinanelally desperate, he left han with only his clethes on 
hie back, He joined the crew of a ship on which his unele worked, With 
some sovings, he wont into business ia Hong Keng, He was unusually successful 
ta trace, Now, he has three wives, 12 children (8 sons, 4 of then college 
graduates), and 40 mow of lend in the village. He settled his third wife and 
Yao goue in the willage te watch the levd, and he himself comes back to the 
village several times a year, Though not personally in control of power in 
the wiliage, his views and words, as relayed through his wife and aons, are 
taken seriously. Up to the Comnuniat take over, nothing against his view 
and interest has been done, for besidus hie sons in the willage, he had 

many henchmen aneng the elders as well es the younger groups, In fact, one 
person slated by the Comnunist authority to be the chairman of the sillage 
peagan’?. assooletion ia hie feithful follower, 


Still soother example is family C. Mr. G's father was a rich peasant and ie 
an influential leader iu the village but declined in wealth and status 

whon C was about 12 years of age, At 12, C went to Hong Kong te be an 
apprentice in a book satere, whore he read a great deal im hig spare tine, 

When C grew up he went inte business with moderate suscess, When the Japanese 
took Ucng Kong, his business wae ruined, With what little money he had 

is®, be cams back to the village and beught 8 mow of lend and started 
farming, Wher the Japanese tirhtened contre! over the villege he want into 
wberriils eolivivios, woich erou tl him amie connvetion with Natromaiist 
ovPicinidam, At the time of the Camunist take over, he and his two married 
sung run & farm of 35 mow, operating the two biggest fish ponds in the village. 
4c a Ponily unit, it was wellete=de, His kmowledgs of the modern world and 
his political aennoctiona made hie the most influential man in the village, 
scaupying a leading position in all village organizations except the eltu.#! 
GOULET ., 
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ae neteble fact in the above cases is that aone of the influential fanilics 
ease Irom the land, but from politics, business and even banditry. The soil 
itself breeds no wealth or status, It was in the influence of the outside 
wordid that gave then the position of informal power, 


“While both the elders* council and the family are distinctly kinehip groupa, 
the fraternity is a pseudo-kinship or nou~kinship orgenlzation, Individuals, 
mostly young men, from different clans in the village at sone time in the past 
neve got together to set up a fraternity, It is a very common organization 
act merely in the countryside, but also in the cities, Twenty or thirty yoars 
ago, the fraternity was a forms] affair, with elaborate ceremonies of initiation 
of new membere. But, now, in this village, it is en informal organizetion, 
Fellows with common interest and similar temperament associate intimately 

and sell themgelves menbers of a fraternity which has no particular name, New 
fellows who want to join are initiated at an informal tea in a nearby tea 
AOUBS, : 


The steted purpose of the fraternity 13 a social one, for intimates association 
in ordinary times, for making merry at the wedding of a brother, and for 
mutual help et the time of need, But actually the comnon intercet and the 
internal cohesion of the group is ao strong that it acts as a group of . 
influence and informal power in the village, Thore 1g ne stated class lines 
actually the mombers of the village fraternity all coms from the middie end 
upper social levels, with no poor peasants participating. 


There are four different fraternities in the village, snd most of the young 

mes. belong to one or the other, The most influential one is lead by Mr. C 
above, 4. ¢ has a rich stora of common sense about the modern world, and 

cen “Lseuss current issues like # college student. He oan write well, and 

a vary effective public speaker, virtually a rabble rouser, He has had wide 
gonnection with the middle and lewer section of the local Kuenintang officialdcm, 
*4 the game fraternity is Mr, X,whoe uses his pistel frosly, an underworld 


‘ oharacter, His underworld connections are in the Pearl River Delta, heaving 


worked te years for a welleknown badman some 76 miles south of the viliage, 
te esra ® little extre money, With « few of his fraternity brothers he has 
orgenized protection teama to protest some ship sailing through the troubled 
watera in the delta land, Us also protects genbling and opium traffie in 
the village as well us in the neighborhood, much against the objection of 
the eldera, Still another outstanding meuber is li, W. He was a poor peasant 
by origin whe went to Hong Kong as a peddler of vegetebles. Making no 
headway in Hong Kong, he same back to the village, bought three mow of land 
and rented ebout 16 mow from others aad became a middle peasant with a Pair 
sncoms. He is literate and energetic, and he wes “4, B's henohman, 

has bown active in all public affairs of such as the village sshool and 
anceatral hall management. Now, he is slated by the Communist authority 

to be the chairman of the villege’s peasant association, 


4a merrsioned abowe, the fraternity does a lot of things other than enjoying 
social times, The group just mentioned, for instance, run joint operation 

of fiah ponda, renting the ehoicest ponds from the olan property by spooial 
infiuence. fy jointly invests in emall business operations, such as shipping 
small. loads of fresh veretables to Hong Kong, With such common interesta 

it ie only expected that they would stand together in struggling for influense 
end puter in the willage, Their influence permeatus every village organization, 
end nothing without their approval would go in the community, In fact, 

it wea this fraternity's influenes, more than any other inmoediate end direct 
factor, that pulled down the authority ef the elders, In a way, ‘he elders, 
with their obsolete Imewledge and experience, are in no position «co compete 
susceanfully with them, The older generation having no connections outside 
the village, could onty step artde. Put, while the Pormer authori Ey of thas 
éidera waa based upon the traditions and customs of a stable culture, the 

uea power of the younger groups stems from unstable greupa in a rapidly 
shifting outside world, 


Natiwec of Kveugtung province love to dance with the paper lion and the 
accompanying gong and drum as a sport, It takes a group to play this, 
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soBseyuentiv, liens clubs are found all over the province, in the countryside 
an W6ll as the cities, And there ia one in thig village, 


The funstion of the lion's club, howewer, is much more than dancing the 
paper ijon, Much more important, it is a Place where the young man gather 
to hire a bexing teacher and learn shadow boxing and the art of wielding 
warious anoient weapons like the spéar and awords, It is actually a physical 
culturu organization, dancing with the lian only on ceremonial occasions, 

In the encestral hall, woere the lion’s elub is located, one san sea young 
fellows doing their exercise in the morting and evoning, This organization 
ts espeolally comon among the poorer class of the population, 


For the present purpose, yet more important than the funetion of physical 
cultures ia the fact that this is a fighting orgenizetion. The younz fellows 
belonging to the lion's elub atend with each other in case of conflict with 
others, And the organization is frequently eomected with secret societias. 
For this reason, the Coumumiat authority in Canton recently ordered strist 
supervision of all lion's clubs, end dishanded tany of them as resotionary 
steer ati ong, 


The elvb in his village doos not have any sceret society scmnection, so 

far ao inom, But it is distinetly a link in the infornel power structure 

in the eommuydty. The members play wits real guns besides sncient Weapons, 

ft was traditionally controlled by the aldors, But about 10 years ago, Mr, X 
moved in and got soxtrol of the organization, Since then, the elders have 
had no more organized armed support, At the time of the Communist take over, 
the club etill was going strong with same 40 paying adult members, and parents 
atill eand their young song thers for physical develepmant, 


“he villege used to have a militia unit based upon the slan organization, 
Sut when the Japanese same in, this wes demobilized, About & years ape, 
ie, X end a group of young meu, mainly his fraternity brothers, organired a 
now villege defense corps, When the Communists came, the organization had 
about £0 mesibers, with seme 30 rifles, 10 small arms, and two light machines 
guna. It was sompletely in the hands of the younger group, aubject to ao 
direct eontro] from any quarter, either the elders or the governnent, 


the purpeae of tha organization 1s stated to be the teiatananse of peace 

und order in the village, One of its chief functions is the "protection® 

of green crop# in the fields, It sollects a protection fee of 10 cettica 

af unhulled rice from every mow of lend in production in return for guarantea 
against theft and destruction by melicicus people, In case of logs, the comer 
of the crop can oleim payment from the organization, Besides the protection 
of arops, it also protects gambling and opium dense in the villege. Begides 
ite cm puns and men, it has extensive connections with the underworld in 

‘the neizhboring districts, 


Up to tae tire of the Commmist tale owor thie organization was the power 
im the village, sapable of Gomnanding obedience and cooperation frou anyone 
3m the sommunity, with the exception of Mr, A mentioned abova, With Mr, A, 
“he organization maintains cerdial relations and some degree of scoperation, 
“hrough Me, ¢, whe is secretary of the organization, the organization alao 
vomes Late teush with the local Kuomintang officialdom, Asked what he 
Shought of this organization, a Wiilager replied: “Who derce to argue with 
shese guya when their hips ave bul jing with guns,” 


che above five informal power organizations fumetion with intricate interes 
-oeking relations. The seme set of nen exerciae influence on all of than, 
“het got in made up of landlords. rich peasants. underworld characters, man 
Wath Official sommections and knowLeoge of the chanzing outside world, 
ane of these man ere peasanta rooted in the soil and maling an honest 
-iwing, Prom the soil, This is the informal power structure of the willace 
thet eonfronted the Communists when they arrived in 1949 te set up their 
nem exder in the countryside, 


CONF T MENTTAL 
Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008200520006-2 


25X1 


Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP82-00457R008200520006-2 


CONFI DRNT TAL. 


> 25X1 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


Absent from the above date is the proverbial country gentry class, If by 


eentry is meent the class of village literati who possess an imperial sxamination 
degrees, and who frequent the forbidden laid of the yamen, serving as the 
bridge between the common people and the officiaidom, then, this ¢less has 
been eliminated from the power structure of the village for 20 years, It war 
eliminated by the same set of factors that aaused the deslins of the authority 
cf the aldors, namely the change of the national setting that renders 

obaolets the knowledge and connections of the old gentry. The imperial. 
ceaminabion degrees they ones haid ia the symbol of a body of knowledges, 
experience and social eonnections that no longer function in tho present 
world, The classice they ave acquainted with no longer serves as 1 guide te 
mowed and seoiel standards, The officials they knew are either dead or 
replaceis 


there ls still the abject pieture of the gentry characters in the village, 
(ne old fellow held a licentiate degres and wae looked up ta some 5O yours 
age, but he ig now financially broke, and he is not allowed sven to teach 
in the village school, for people raalize whet he can teach no lenger meets 
the needs of the modern period, Ucedless to say, he would not be received 
ty officials under the Nationaliat regimes on account of his degrees and gentry 
ateatus, Another degree holder was wise enough to see the change of the 
eavircmiant, amd he left the village sane 20 years ago and made a success 
38 business fia Canton. Ocoasionally he comes bask to the village to sce hig 
kKivtelk.. and donate some money to the village school, But nowhera does 

he perform the vital funstion whieh was ones performed by the gentry «lass, 


Wheat rose to take its place are younger slenemta like Ur, ¢ and Mr. X, 

Wao are experienced in the modern setbing of things, schooled im modern 
litereatuse, and widely commocted with the new officialdem and men of influence 
(some of whom are connected with the underworld), @hey are the ones who 
find eabrence into the gowernmont offices end bring local issues toe the. 
efficials, yerving, as did the gentry, as the bridge between the gcverment 
end the unerganized and largely illiterate oommon poople. If part of the 
gualification of the old gextry is education, then the new set that tock 

ite plece alse possess this qualification. This is one thing the two groups, 
the old gentry and the new set, have in common. Inu « largely illiterate 
eommnity, the edusated men heave the weapon of literacy to eid their struggle 
for sowmumity leadership, & weapon that is needed te deal with the government: 
and the outside world. The community still needs these educeted slensnts 

af & bridge to the formal power of the government in ordey to settle many 
issues end solve problems, ut, aside from this similarity, the new set 
holds very livtle common ground with the old gentry, 


Ss, before the Communists arrived, the gentry cless hed already been eliminated 
by the changing gocinl and politiaal forces of the recent three decades, 
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